Birds of Düsternbrook

Compiled by Kenneth Burton, November 2006

This list of 180 species should not be considered definitive; it merely reflects our knowledge at this time.  Except for one focused inventory from mid October to mid November, 2006, the information on which this list is based is anecdotal and many more species can be expected based on range and habitat.  In other words, the absence of a species from this list does not necessarily mean that it is absent from the property - only that it has not been found and identified yet.  Please report any additions to the management.
Taxonomy and nomenclature follow Birds of Southern Africa by Sinclair et al. (Princeton University Press/Struik Publishers, 2002).  The sequence is based on the revised “Roberts Number” system of 1982 as presented in Roberts’ Birds of Southern Africa by MacLean (New Holland Publishers, 1985).
Species listed in bold print are endemic to southern Africa (defined here as extending north to Angola, Zambia, Malawi, and Mozambique).

A letter in parentheses after a species’ name indicates that it is not to be expected year-round.


(S) = summer resident, arriving in spring and departing in fall.

(V) = vagrant, out of its normal range and not to be expected.
Letter codes in the right column indicate specific visitor locations at which birds have been found.  Please report any additions to the management.
A = the vicinity of the farmhouse and guest rooms, campground, cemetery, and adjacent river.
B = the game drive.
C = the Short Mountain Trail.
D = Andreas’ Dam Walk.
E = the Short River Walk.
F = the Khomas Mountain Trail.
	Species

(English and Latin)
	Location(s)

	Common Ostrich

Struthio camelus
	B

	Little Grebe

Tachybaptus ruficollis
	D

	Great White Pelican

Pelecanus onocrotalus
	D

	White-breasted Cormorant

Phalacrocorax lucidus
	D

	Reed Cormorant

Phalacrocorax africanus
	D

	African Darter

Anhinga rufa
	BD

	Grey Heron

Ardea cinerea
	ABDE

	Great Egret

Egretta alba
	ABDE

	Little Egret

Egretta garzetta
	AE

	Cattle Egret

Bubulcus ibis
	B

	Green-backed Heron

Butorides striata
	DE

	Hamerkop

Scopus umbretta
	ADE

	Black Stork

Ciconia nigra
	BE

	Woolly-necked Stork (V)
Ciconia episcopus
	

	Marabou Stork

Leptoptilos crumeniferus
	A

	Yellow-billed Stork

Mycteria ibis
	

	African Spoonbill

Platalea alba
	D

	Egyptian Goose

Alopochen aegyptiaca
	ABDEF

	South African Shelduck

Tadorna cana
	BD

	African Black Duck

Anas sparsa
	D

	Hottentot Teal

Anas hottentota
	

	Red-billed Teal

Anas erythrorhyncha
	BD

	Comb Duck

Sarkidiornis melanotos
	B

	Secretarybird

Sagittarius serpentarius
	

	Cape Vulture

Gyps coprotheres
	B

	Lappet-faced Vulture

Torgos tracheliotus
	A

	Black-shouldered Kite

Elanus caeruleus
	B

	Verreaux's Eagle

Aquila verreauxii
	B

	Tawny Eagle

Aquila rapax
	BF

	Steppe Eagle

Aquila nipalensis
	B

	African Hawk-Eagle

Aquila fasciatus
	BD

	Martial Eagle

Polemaetus bellicosus
	

	Black-chested Snake-Eagle

Circaetus pectoralis
	B

	Bateleur

Terathopius ecaudatus
	

	African Fish-Eagle

Haliaeetus vocifer
	BD

	Steppe Buzzard (S)

Buteo vulpinus
	B

	Augur Buzzard

Buteo augur
	

	Shikra

Accipiter badius
	B

	Gabar Goshawk

Melierax gabar
	B

	Southern Pale Chanting Goshawk

Melierax canorus
	B

	Orange River Francolin

Scleroptila levaillantoides
	F

	Red-billed Francolin

Pternistes adspersus
	ABDEF

	Harlequin Quail (S)

Coturnix delegorguei
	

	Helmeted Guineafowl

Numida meleagris
	BD

	Common Moorhen

Gallinula chloropus
	D

	Kori Bustard

Ardeotis kori
	B

	Ludwig’s Bustard

Neotis ludwigii
	

	Red-crested Korhaan

Eupodotis ruficrista
	BD

	Northern Black Korhaan

Eupodotis afraoides
	

	African Jacana

Actophilornis africanus
	D

	Greater Painted-Snipe

Rostratula benghalensis
	ADE

	Kittlitz's Plover

Charadrius pecuarius
	D

	Three-banded Plover

Charadrius tricollaris
	ADEF

	Crowned Lapwing

Vanellus coronatus
	B

	Blacksmith Lapwing

Vanellus armatus
	ABDEF

	Common Sandpiper (S)

Actitis hypoleucos
	AB

	Wood Sandpiper (S)

Tringa glareola
	ABDE

	Common Greenshank (S)

Tringa nebularia
	ABEF

	Ruff (S)

Philomachus pugnax
	B

	Pied Avocet

Recurvirostra avosetta
	B

	Black-winged Stilt

Himantopus himantopus
	ABE

	Spotted Thick-knee

Burhinus capensis
	B

	Double-banded Sandgrouse

Pterocles bicinctus
	BD

	Speckled Pigeon

Columba guinea
	ABD

	Cape Turtle-Dove

Streptopelia capicola
	all

	Laughing Dove

Streptopelia senegalensis
	ABCDF

	Namaqua Dove

Oena capensis
	B

	Rϋppell's Parrot

Poicephalus rueppellii
	AB

	Rosy-faced Lovebird

Agapornis roseicollis
	B

	Grey Go-away-bird

Corythaixoides concolor
	all

	African Cuckoo (S)

Cuculus gularis
	BCDEF

	Red-chested Cuckoo (S)

Cuculus solitarius
	AB

	Black Cuckoo (S)

Cuculus clamosus
	ABDE

	Great Spotted Cuckoo (S)

Clamator glandarius
	A

	Jacobin Cuckoo (S)

Oxylophus jacobinus
	AB

	Klaas's Cuckoo (S)

Chrysococcyx klaas
	A

	Diderick Cuckoo (S)

Chrysococcyx caprius
	ABF

	Barn Owl

Tyto alba
	AD

	African Scops-Owl

Otus senegalensis
	A

	Southern White-faced Scops-Owl

Ptilopsus granti
	B

	Pearl-spotted Owlet

Glaucidium perlatum
	ABDF

	Verreaux's Eagle-Owl

Bubo lacteus
	A

	Fiery-necked Nightjar

Caprimulgus pectoralis
	A

	Freckled Nightjar

Caprimulgus tristigma
	AF

	Common Swift (S)

Apus apus
	AB

	Bradfield's Swift

Apus bradfieldi
	B

	White-rumped Swift (S)

Apus caffer
	ABD

	Little Swift

Apus affinis
	AD

	African Palm-Swift

Cypsiurus parvus
	ABDE

	European Bee-eater (S)

Merops apiaster
	

	Swallow-tailed Bee-eater

Merops hirundineus
	all

	Lilac-breasted Roller

Coracias caudatus
	ABDE

	Purple Roller

Coracias naevius
	ABDF

	African Hoopoe

Upupa africana
	all

	Green Wood-Hoopoe

Phoeniculus purpureus
	D

	Violet Wood-Hoopoe

Phoeniculus damarensis
	ABD

	Common Scimitarbill

Rhinopomastus cyanomelas
	ABCDF

	African Grey Hornbill

Tockus nasutus
	ABE

	Southern Yellow-billed Hornbill

Tockus leucomelas
	ABCF

	Monteiro's Hornbill

Tockus monteiri
	ABD

	Damara Hornbill

Tockus damarensis
	ABDF

	Acacia Pied Barbet

Tricholaema leucomelas
	ABCDF

	Lesser Honeyguide

Indicator minor
	AD

	Bennett's Woodpecker

Campethera bennettii
	D

	Golden-tailed Woodpecker

Campethera abingoni
	AD

	Cardinal Woodpecker

Dendropicos fuscescens
	AD

	Bearded Woodpecker

Dendropicos namaquus
	ABDE

	Fawn-coloured Lark

Mirafra africanoides
	B

	Sabota Lark

Calendulauda sabota
	BCDF

	Barn Swallow (S)
Hirundo rustica
	BDF

	Greater Striped Swallow (S)
Hirundo cucullata
	ABD

	South African Cliff-Swallow (S)

Hirundo spilodera
	AB

	Rock Martin

Hirundo fuligula
	ABDE

	Fork-tailed Drongo

Dicrurus adsimilis
	all

	Ashy Tit

Parus cinerascens
	ABCDF

	Carp's Tit

Parus carpi
	ABCF

	Cape Penduline-Tit

Anthoscopus minutus
	BF

	Southern Pied Babbler

Turdoides bicolor
	ABD

	African Red-eyed Bulbul

Pycnonotus nigricans
	ABCEF

	Groundscraper Thrush

Psophocichla litsitsirupa
	ABD

	Short-toed Rock-Thrush

Monticola brevipes
	ADF

	Mountain Wheatear

Oenanthe monticola
	ADEF

	Capped Wheatear

Oenanthe pileata
	

	Familiar Chat

Cercomela familiaris
	ABCDF

	Anteating Chat

Myrmecocichla formicivora
	B

	Kalahari Scrub-Robin

Cercotrichas paena
	BCDE

	Chestnut-vented Tit-Babbler

Parisoma subcaeruleum
	BCDF

	Long-billed Crombec

Sylvietta rufescens
	BDF

	Yellow-bellied Eremomela

Eremomela icteropygialis
	

	Burnt-necked Eremomela

Eremomela usticollis
	ABDF

	Grey-backed Camaroptera

Camaroptera brevicaudata
	ABDEF

	Barred Wren-Warbler

Calamonastes fasciolatus
	all

	Rockrunner

Achaetops pycnopygius
	BCDF

	Desert Cisticola

Cisticola aridulus
	

	Grey-backed Cisticola

Cisticola subruficapilla
	

	Rattling Cisticola

Cisticola chiniana
	all

	Black-chested Prinia

Prinia flavicans
	BCDF

	Spotted Flycatcher (S)

Muscicapa striata
	AE

	Marico Flycatcher

Bradornis mariquensis
	BDF

	Chat Flycatcher

Bradornis infuscatus
	D

	Pririt Batis

Batis pririt
	BDEF

	Cape Wagtail

Motacilla capensis
	ABDE

	African Pipit

Anthus cinnamomeus
	B

	Long-billed Pipit

Anthus similis
	B

	Lesser Grey Shrike (S)

Lanius minor
	B

	Red-backed Shrike (S)

Lanius collurio
	B

	Crimson-breasted Shrike

Laniarius atrococcineus
	all

	Brubru

Nilaus afer
	ABDF

	Brown-crowned Tchagra

Tchagra australis
	ABCDF

	White-tailed Shrike

Lanioturdus torquatus
	DF

	Wattled Starling

Creatophora cinerea
	ABE

	Violet-backed Starling (S)

Cinnyricinclus leucogaster
	A

	Burchell's Starling

Lamprotornis australis
	ABEF

	Cape Glossy Starling

Lamprotornis nitens
	all

	Pale-winged Starling

Onychognathus nabouroup
	AB

	Marico Sunbird

Cinnyris mariquensis
	A

	Dusky Sunbird

Cinnyris fuscus
	

	Scarlet-chested Sunbird

Chalcomitra senegalensis
	AB

	Red-billed Buffalo-Weaver

Bubalornis niger
	ABD

	White-browed Sparrow-Weaver

Plocepasser mahali
	all

	Great Sparrow

Passer motitensis
	ABDF

	Southern Grey-headed Sparrow

Passer diffusus
	all

	Scaly-feathered Finch

Sporopipes squamifrons
	B

	Chestnut Weaver

Ploceus rubiginosus
	BCD

	Southern Masked-Weaver

Ploceus velatus
	ABDE

	Lesser Masked-Weaver

Ploceus intermedius
	AB

	Red-billed Quelea

Quelea quelea
	B

	Green-winged Pytilia

Pytilia melba
	ABCDE

	Blue Waxbill

Uraeginthus angolensis
	AE

	Violet-eared Waxbill

Granatina granatina
	ABDF

	Black-faced Waxbill

Estrilda erythronotos
	ABCDF

	Red-headed Finch

Amadina erythrocephala
	BF

	Shaft-tailed Whydah

Vidua regia
	ABD

	Black-throated Canary

Serinus atrogularis
	B

	Yellow Canary

Serinus flaviventris
	B

	White-throated Canary

Serinus albogularis
	

	Golden-breasted Bunting

Emberiza flaviventris
	BF

	Cape Bunting

Emberiza capensis
	

	Cinnamon-breasted Bunting

Emberiza tahapisi
	BD

	Lark-like Bunting

Emberiza impetuani
	B


